
Grants Application 

Application Details
Fund Holehird Trust Fund 19/20 

(Groups)
Application no 22033a

Project cost £2,224.25 Amount requested £2,224.25
Amount 
recommended

£2,000.00 Grants Officer Ellen Clements

Applicant Details
Organisation Friends of Crosthwaite School
Post Town KENDAL District South Lakeland

Grant Priority 2 Index of Multiple 
Deprivation

160

Aims of the group Friends of Crosthwaite School (FrOCS) works closely with the school, families and the local 
community - as well as the wider South Lakeland Area - to run multiple fundraising events 
(always social, family-friendly) for the children of Crosthwaite C.E. Primary School, and also in 
support of other organisations in the local area, supporting multiple  annual fundraising 
events for other charitable organisations. As part of all fundraising FrOCS works hard to 
maintain, enhance and expand strong, effective and purposeful relationships between 
parents, families, staff, children and all other stakeholders in the area.

Previous Funding Details
No. of grant 
applications

1 No. of approved 
grants

0 Total Amount 
Awarded

£0.00

Project Details
Project title Polytunnel
Project detail The school which we support is a registered Farm school, which works hard to provide 

multiple opportunities for all children within school, creating real life opportunities to work 
outdoors, with plants, animals and insects and build resilience and character whilst doing this. 
We are keen to support their future plans through the provision of a Polytunnel, for which 
capital funding is required to fund the actual polytunnel. Groundworks and instillation will be 
done by school staff and volunteers from Frocs, some of whom have access to the required 
equipment through their businesses (Landscaping, Building, Farming etc) - so this will save 
money on the project start-up costs.

Need School - specifically the School Council - has led on surveys within school, utilising online 
surveys the children have produced to record interest in such a project. As the school has 
been focusing on climate change - with lessons taught at a level of detail appropriate for the 
age group - three questions only (Yes, no, don't know multiple choice replies) were asked: 1. 
Would you like to do more outdoor learning? 2. Do you feel it is important that we live a 
healthy lifestyle and exercise where possible? 3. Would you be interested in growing more 
fruit and vegetables as part of a healthy diet and helping to protect our local, and the wider, 
environment. Answers to the questions as a percentage (of 87 responses) answering yes were 
as follows: Q1: 100% Q2: 97.7% Q3: 95.4% A further comments box, inviting further 
comments and ideas had multiple suggestions related to growing our own produce, utilising 
polytunnels / green houses and the importance of doing so to reduce the carbon footprint of 
the food we eat and help our environment. Further discussions with parents and the local 
community (through attendance at community events) was led by staff who received 
complete support for the project, as well as offers of help and expressions of interest in using 
the produce.

Disadvantage The school and all its stakeholders, including members of the local community are all living 
and working, or attending school, in a rural area. The associated positives to growing up in 
such a lovely area are often outweighed by the negative aspects brought on by the social 
isolation and rural deprivation stakeholders - specifically families and young children - face. 
The school is a vital hub of the community at all times of the school year, providing multiple 



resources that families can use (supporting the school at the same time) and we know that 
this will be another one.

Benefits As a rural, farming community, with the school as the hub of the community and being used 
by children from a very wide catchment area, all of which is rural, we are keen to support the 
school in developing an inspiring outdoor facility which provides multiple learning 
opportunities as well as educating children, families and the local community on the benefits 
of producing your own food to support a healthy lifestyle, the benefits of working hard to do 
so - so exercise - and also how this all impacts positively on reducing the carbon footprint of 
the food we eat, thus being beneficial to the environment. By supporting the school in doing 
this with all children - hence the size of the Polytunnel required - we feel they will learn from 
a young age of the importance of things such as this and the need to promote and live a 
healthy lifestyle in multiple ways. The school is, in all ways, inclusive and our organisation is 
keen to support this as well, recognising the wider positives that the project will bring as 
families, covering multiple generations, and the local communities are invited to become 
involved in growing and utilising the products.

Measure The school is a Google Reference school, so all children have their own accounts, and also 
utilises various features of the Google Education Suite. Having being involved in discussions 
with the school leadership team we have agreed that the School Council will produce online 
surveys that all children, families and members of the local community can use to provide 
evaluation at all ages / levels on the success of the project and its impact(s) as well as 
comments and ideas on how the project can be improved in the future. School leadership will 
also have ongoing discussions with the catering team to ensure the produce being grown is 
used, with the aim of all year-round production of fruit and vegetables to be grown and used.

After funding ends We are confident from discussions with the school that this is not a short term project but 
something that is being put in place to support annual planting and growing by the children 
and families etc, with replacement of coverings the only anticipated costs (approximately 
every 5 years) and potential for growth in the future on adjoining land. Informal discussions 
with local community members has also demonstrated a real interest in the project not only 
as outlined above but also various individuals (families associated to school and many local 
community members) keen to both support it on a regular basis, ongoing development but 
also interested in the possibility of having their own dedicated area within the polytunnel or 
any others as available if the project does expand in terms of size. In addition to the above, 
costs are based on multiple quotes received as we are keen to ensure the school gets the best 
quality and value for money equipment to support the long term aims of the project.

No of beneficiaries 400 No of volunteers 15

Expenditure

Capital costs: £2,224.25
Self-build Polytunnel (16 x 20 feet) - aluminium frame 
and base rails: £563.65
Cross-bracing bars: £80.14
Door frames: £201.01
Polythene cover: £139.93
Doors: £264.73
Side ventilation screens: £205.42
Raised beds (3.5 x 30 feet) x 2: £770.67

Income
Amount of funding 
raised so far

£0.00

Applying 
Elsewhere

No

Quotes Received Yes

Assessment



Assessor’s 
comments 

This Registered charity was set up by volunteers to support Crosthwaite Primary School near 
Kendal. They have held a number of fundraising events and supplied the school with 
equipment such as computers and headphones and also contribute to the school minibus.  
The minibus is also rented out to the community. 
Crossthwaite school was first mentioned as a school in 1626 and has grown since then. Their 
ofsted report was outstanding in all areas.
The school own their own flock of sheep, have Alpacas and poultry.  They sell the meat and 
eggs and with the poly tunnel they hope to grow vegetables and do the same. 
They have a Bee keeping club which sells honey to support the activity. 
the projects are overseen by the chair of the PTA who is a farmer and point of contact for 
DEFRA.  Parents and their children are rostered to feed and look after the animals during 
weekends and school holidays.
Latest accounts how an income of £18,572 and expenditure of £18,538.

Interesting project that provides outside learning for the 100 children who attend the school 
and their siblings.
Recommend a contribution
Priority children and young people
Charitable objectives - to provide the activities for beneficiaries


